
Dear   Gainesville   Class   of   2020,   

In   May   this   year,   we   made   the   difficult   but   necessary   decision   to   postpone   commencement   ac�vi�es   at  
City   Park.   Our   hope,   guided   by   input   from   the   Department   of   Public   Health   and   other   state   agencies,   was  
that   the   risk   of   community   spread   would   reduce   over   �me.   A   crisis   that   was   unan�cipated   to   begin   with,  
now   con�nues   to   develop   in   ways   we   could   not   have   foreseen.   Even   with   the   strictest   safety   protocols   in  
place,   we   cannot   escape   the   fact   that   a   tradi�onal   commencement   ceremony   at   this   �me   would   most  
likely   lead   to   a   surge   in   cases.   It   would   not   be   responsible   for   us   to   put   you   and   your   families   in   a   posi�on  
where   you   would   have   to   choose   between   your   gradua�on   ceremony   and   your   health.   As   such,   we   have  
made   the   very   difficult   decision   that   we   will   be   unable   to   conduct   commencement   exercises   as   originally  
planned.   This   decision   was   not   made   lightly,   and   we   know   that   for   many   of   you,   it   will   be   a   great  
disappointment.   

On   Friday   July   24 th ,   in   place   of   the   tradi�onal   ceremony   at   City   Park,   we   will   hold   mul�ple   smaller  
celebra�ons   throughout   the   day.   We   will   be   asking   students   and   their   families   to   choose   a   window   of  
�me   where   they   can   come   to   City   Park,   walk   across   the   stage,   receive   their   diploma   and   celebrate   on   a  
smaller   scale.   These   �me   slots   and   further   guidelines   will   be   published   and   shared    with   you   no   later  
than   Monday   July   20 th .   

We   will   s�ll   celebrate   the   Class   of   2020   with   a   fireworks   display   at   City   Park   as   has   become   tradi�on.  
Fireworks   will   begin   at   9:20   p.m.   

Words   cannot   express   just   how   proud   we   are   of   you   and   all   that   you   have   accomplished.   You   are  
des�ned   for   great   things,   and   this   diversion   on   your   journey   is   just   that,   a   diversion.   

With   Respect,   

Jamie   P.   Green   


